Chin Up: It’s not all gloom & doom (No. 1):
In an attempt to balance some of the most unsettling announcements regarding the scale and nature of real and rumored cuts affecting our industry we intend to list, in brief, some of the positive information that has appeared recently in the Museum’s Association Journal - and elsewhere.  Hopefully, it might even become a regular feature under this heading.

You may simply want to draw comfort from the fact that many positive things are still going forward.  On the other hand you may see here projects that cry out for the application of your particular professional expertise: in fact, possibly offer a very real job opportunity were you to find out a bit more, keep your eye on their progress, tailor a presentation specifically - and then get in touch…
The first one requires a bit of wait and see and some creative lateral thinking but it does concern a major ongoing project.

Museums Association Funding:


The MA will be running the Esme Fairbairn Collections Fund (EFCF) - to replace the old Effective Collections initiative - in order ‘to focus on time-limited collections work outside the scope of an organization’s core resources’.  The MA will award £800,000 a year to museums, galleries and heritage organizations through this fund.  There will be two rounds of applications each year with deadlines in 2011 falling on 31 May & 31 October; organizations may apply for between £20,000 and £100,000.

Projects that are eligible to apply to the EFCF include those concerned with research into collections, conservation, collections reviews and initiatives to develop use of collections.  Fuller details are obviously available from the MA.


The MA is particularly keen to ‘fund projects at an early stage of development when it may be difficult to guarantee tangible outcomes’ and hopes that supported organizations will become part of a network to develop ideas, share knowledge and build legacy into projects.  


The bold italics are ours and highlight two areas that offer most potential for the involvement of professional interpreters: In the first scenario one might wish to draw the attention of a trusted employer to this scheme and even assist in outlining potential collection development in support of the funding application – of course, through your own ongoing involvement!  In the second, one could just wait to see which organizations are successful in their funding bids and follow them up in pursuit of a little bit of project legacy…


Still time to prod your favorite organization’s collection into the frame.  We will list here those who are successful in their bids for funding as they are announced.
Eureka - The National Children’s Museum at Halifax:


Plans go forward for the new ‘Me & My World’ Gallery at this museum which is on schedule to open next year. (This will replace the current more narrowly based ‘Me & My Body’ installation)


The Wolfson Foundation has just donated over £300,000 to the project meaning that more than two thirds of the maximum projected funding has already been achieved.

Sandwell Council:


This authority has now revealed details of its four year £61 million investment in leisure and culture capital projects across the Black Country.


There are 24 projects being developed and these include a number of important heritage schemes.  Specific schemes already announced concern the restoration of Oak House, Barns & Gardens (a 16thC yeoman’s timber framed house) and major work on The Manor House (a Grade I listed timber framed medieval building) 

Birmingham Thinktank Science Museum:


Thinktank has secured a Heritage Lottery Fund grant of almost £900,000 with which to develop their ‘Made in Birmingham’ gallery.  This funding represents almost half of the total required.

This new space will feature five themed displays featuring up to 1,200 objects at a time on show; it is scheduled to open in December 2012.
